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LUKE xvi. 9. 


And 1 ay unto you, make to noni ; 


Friends of the Mammon of Unrigh- 
reouſue ſs ; that when ye fail, they 


may receive you into n Ha- 


 "bitations, 


| UR BLESSED \ SAVIOUR had evidently 
0 a double View in almoſt every Thing 


he ſaid, or did — a View to the preſent. 
| Welfare, and to the eternal Happineſs of his 
Creatures: Points, both of them, well worthy of 


Him, who deſcended from Heaven for us Men, 

and our Salvation! if he by a Miracle give Sound- 
neſs of Body or Mind, he means withal to open 
the Eye of Faith, to diſcern, and embrace yet far 
greater Mercy offered; and though we find the 


Temporal Welfare of Man important enough in 
His Sight to call forth a continual Series of Mira- 


cles, the Grand Evidence of his Divine Power 
and Miſſion ; yet how vaſtly was that Mercy en- 
hanced, cheongn the Wiſdom of Divine Goodneſs, 


by its Subſerviency to the GREATER Concern, - 

the Salvation of Souls! How beautiful are Elbe Ih. li. 3. | $A 

"Feet of him, that 2 the Goſpel of Peace, Nm. x 15. : 4 F 
A 2 A 3 ES: | 


that 


® 


A SERM ON preached before the 


John xv. 12. 


Mare. xi. 29. 
iet. ii. 21. 


that publiſbeth Salvation, amidſt the Multitudes, 
that were the bleſſed Objects of his Mercy and 
Miracles! and how natural, for thoſe to embrace 
and hold faſt the Words of eternal Life; whom 


the Preacher of Righteouſneſs had juſt reſtored to 


Being, or the Comforts of it ! Could any Thing 
be more mercifully calculated 70 convince even 
the Gainſayers, and inſpire them with a Diſpoſi- 
tion to pay due Regard to the one Thing needful, 
than to feed by Thouſands, almoſt out of — 
and Heal all that had need of healing ! 

For the .groſs and carnal Mind of Man, fond 
of its Errors, eſpecially thoſe deriv'd from Coun- 
try or Education, muſt be convinced in a more 


ſenfible Way than that of Argument, that the 


Perſon is really their Friend, who. oppoſes Pre- 
judices, inſtilled as Principles, and rivetted by 


Habit: — the Preacher's Charity muſt be felt, as 


well as heard, to be credited; ſo that, as the 
Body acts upon the Soul, it ſeems, the moſt ſuc- 


cCeſsful way of applying to the one, is thro' the 
other — Serve the Body, and the Soul may hear. 


Our Bleſſed Saviour therefore, knowing what was 
in Man, purſued this Method of Conviction — heal- 
ed the Sick, fed the Hungry, reiſed the Dead, and 


then preached the Kingdom of God. 
Let it be obſerved, that our Lord's Example 


is full of Inſtruction to us, even in thoſe Inſtances 


of it which tranſcend our Imitation: — that we 
muſt 
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N labour to be Beneficent and Holy, in our Be. e 1 15. 4 
gree, even as He was Beneficent and Holy: — that Rom. xv. 2,3. 
our Goodneſs - extends not to bim — that Man can- * 5 _ g 
not be profitable to God — that for our Sakes alone, 5 
he went about doing good: But if he Commands us 
o be- merciful, even as our Father which is in Hea- Lake vi. 366. 
ven is merciful, he at once confidereth the Sick and pfalm xli. 1. 
Needy, and exhorteth us to purſue the Way to ö 
Heaven, 0 be wiſe unto Salvation. Thus Bene- 45 
ficence to others, is really but Kindneſs to ourſelves; 39 
all our good Deeds return, with vaſt Increaſe, 4 | 
into our own Boſom : Our Neighbour, tho rais'd 443 
by our good Offices from the Bed of Languiſhing | L 
and Poverty, will be profited nothing, in Compa- 
riſon of the Benefit redounding to ourſelves — his 
- the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, ours the true 
- Riches; by reſtoring him to this fleeting Breath. 
and Houſes made with Hands, wwe make. to ourſekves 
Friends, that may receive us into everlaſting Habi- 
| tations. -— ſo much more e ble * is it to give, than to Ads xx 38. 
receive. 05 3% 17 
The Coche in * Text xt, we = in- — 14 
ned by a Form of Speech very frequent 
made uſe of by our Saviour; yet never uſed; but 
to uſher in ſome very important Doctrine, or 
| intereſting: Truth; and the Expreſſion; - I /ay- unto 
Jou, eſpecially when coming out of the Mouth of 
God, naturally fixes our Attention, and raiſes our 
Veneration for what follows. 


6 ASERMON preached before the © 


Noed it be obſerved, that the Means, whereby 
we are to make our ſelues Friends of the Mammon of 
_ Unrighteouſue/s, muſt be Works of Piety and 
Charity? Riches being of no Value in themſelves, 
or in the Sight of God, but ſo far, as they pro- 
mote the iGlory of the Divine Giver, or the good 
of thoſe, for whom they are given. W 
Or nerd it be obſerved, that the Friends to he 
procured by Riches rightly employed, and by whom, 
«when due Fail, or die, we may be received into 
Feverlaſiins Habitations, can only be the All- gra- 
cious, the adorable Trinity. Not but that chath- 
Plal. cxlvii. 3. ing the Naked, feeding the Hungry, and giving 
Medicine ro heul their Sickneſs, will certainly pro- 
eure us Abundance of other good Friends, ex- 
*tremely well worth having, vis. our on Con- 
Tal. wil. 4: ſeience, which might otherwiſe be- an not 
to be born; — all ine, vrho cannot but ap- 
Heb. vi. 10. Plaud thoſe, that are Fellhv. belpers with them 
in the Labour that proceedeth of Love; our relieved 
Brethren, whom we ſhall have continual earneſt 
Supplicants at the Throne of Grace for us — toge- 
Heb. i. 14. ther with the Holy Angels, he Miniſtring Spi- 
rits, ſent forth to Miniſter for them who ſhall be 
"Heirs of Salvation. Wealth may well be ſtyled 
the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, with Analogy. to 
the Uſes tis too, too frequently put to by the Chilaren 
1 Tim. vi. 10.0f this World ; whence the Love of it has been call d 
be Root of all Evil; and thus we. call this World 
| wicked 


"Subſcriber ro re e T 


Weid his Age if any] Blaſphemous; and if 
we ſubjoin the Conſideration of Man's being capa- 
dle of having and ſerving Mamma in the Place pal. li. 7. 
of God, ſurely it may jug enough. be ſtyl'd La- . 


Fg hbfeons. Luke 16. 13. 
And confideting the cloſe Cane en of this of 


our Saviour to the Parable of the * wnjuft Steward, 
and that the Diſciples fpoken to at preſent, were 
not only the Twelve, but likewiſe Phariſees, Pub- 3 14 
Jieans and Sinners; wWho followed him, attending 
to his Doctrine, and had been guilty of heaping up 
Riches by unrighteous Means; one is naturally led 


40/ cbhclude 136 Miamimen' of Unnightoufugſe, or In- = 
1 Wealth unjuſtly acquired: | 
the everlaſting Habitations will ſcarcely se "4 


Purebaſeu by the iRrward of -Iniquity ; yet luch 
Conſtruction of the Paſſage would; make God 
the Rewarder of Higuity - unleſs we ſuppoſed 
the Poſſeſſor of the Mammon of \Unrighttoufreys: 
in a penitential State; then indeced, ſubſequent 
to Reſtitution, we ſte Alins-deeds highly becom 
ing him; nay, eſſential to his, and every Man's 4 
Repertancs, bu Path to give to lim that needeth.: Eph. iv. a8. 
Wot: charttable Acts, how can it be pre- 35 
__ *tarided, we love our Brother? —and he thatdoveth , Jon iv. 2% 
© of 575 Bree, "and. fays' gabe {eveth God, we know 21, iii. 17. : 
"is 7 Tyr; and without Love of God, what Idea | 
mn we form of a Man's Penitemce, his Sorrow for 


a Toy C406 fi- 75e * OKI. 


3 b.Zacheus, Luke xix. 9. G96. . 
<a "8 having 


71. 2, 3. 


'AS E R M 0! N preached before the 


n —_ a. 


hawks — 8 4 and: ts of future 
Obedience? a 
But great Patt of the beſt 8 mack 
ſtand ad here to denote only 'Fa//ehood'or Falſe- 
neſs, not ſtrictly Unrighteouſneſs or Injuſtice; as 
indeed che Term imports in other Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture: and in this Place it is plainly oppoſed to 
the" true Nicbes, as at the 110 Verſe, where alſo 


| we obſerve an Injunction to Fuithfulneſi in the un- 


righteous Mammon: But what: Idea of Farthfulneſs 
v the Giver-of Life, and Breath, and all\Things is 
expreſſed, either by unrighteous Acquiſitions, or 
unrighteous Expences? So that, the Force of our 


Saviour's Advice will be : That his Diſciples be lo 


« far from getting Wealth by ſuch Uafaichfulnef 
e and Falſhood, as the Gbilaren f this World. do. 
« As rather to expend with Joy, what Divine Provi- 


e dence has intruſted them with; in * of Piety 


< and Charity. 20 
The n of the 3 ns eo Part 


of this Chapter with this, and the three following 


Verſes ought likewiſe to be remarked; to place this 


Paſſage in ĩts ſtrong and juſt Light, it has evident- 
ly a direct Reference to the preceeding Parable of 
the unjuſt Stemard: You know, he had waſted his 


Maſter's Goods: and was to be no longer Steward ; 


bat then ſhould be do? Dig be could not; to 
beg he'was aſhamed ; the only Method he law left, 


© Hammond, Whitby, C larke, Grotius. PR 
's- +» 


— — | — — — 
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Was to procure an Intereſt at his Lord s Expence: tk 
Therefore makes large Abatements to his Lord's 6, , 
Debtors — Twenty Meaſures of Wheat to one — 
Fifty Meaſures of Oyl to another; and the Lord 
ceould not but commend the worldly Policy of the laſt 3 8. | 
Hagrant Act of Injuſtice he did him; and dur Sa- A 
viour's Reflection on the Parable is, that he Chil- 7 
dren of this World are, * in their Zen wiſer | 
than the Children of Light, — Wiſer undoubtedly in - —_, 
what this World calleth Wiſdom, the crafty lu- 
crative Management of temporal Concerns; and | 
it's well too, if not more aſſiduous and dextrous 1 
in procuring the anrigbieous Mammon, than Chri- 1 
ſtians are the true Riches : — but, my Bretbreny I l 10 
"theſe Things ought not fo to be; ohen - they ſerive uy | Outs 5 
| for à corruptible, we an incorruptible Treaſure « — > & 
Yet let not the worldly 2e Man. glory in his Ni. "of ix. 23. 
dom; or his external Affluence tempt! us to purſue 
bis Meaſures; he has Wealth in the Place of God, 
will compaſs Sea and Land to gain if ; — and 
when he hath it, vain Man, that will be wiſe and 
project great Things! What will he do with all his 
cumberſome Goods, he has not the Heart to uſe 
for the Benefit of others, or perhaps even of him- 1 
| ſelf? — Why, the ſhort; ſighted vol wy pull down Lale xii. 28. 
\ i | bis Barns, and build greater. 
/ n ng n ie Man! How tack 


d "Eig 7 Y ⁰,s- T1 83 as to this tht ons the Concerns of 
this preſent Lifſe. | FC 
- iO? B ns more 


— 


— — — — : 
8 - 2 < — — — * _ £ * - —_— —̃ — 
N x 7 _ —  — © 2 — — — 
1 Ss » a K — . « by — —m—_— - — * 
* 1 bag 
f . —_— , — HIS <A . * 5 
— Port DE 21 F . * r L a * was r 2 * 6 : * 
e » * 7 4 7 n 2 - : - l TE PE — — 7 —— — — 6 = 2 a 
* ; 5 ; = 8 — - * — ug e * — — 
- n — — 2 ARRI ” 
— was e - wt — . 8 ”—— — mum 
a _—_— * ; y 29 — dr e g r — K . . e > . 8. 
I's 4 +05 0 I * 8 1 N N od a 5 L nai - 8 — v 
* — \ 7 - * * by nn * " * 


to A SERMON reached before the = 


xili. 1. 


r Cor. xii. 31. more Seeder 4 Way i is ſhewn unto us by our — | 


and his Apoſtles — even Charity and Alms! the 
utmoſt of the worldly wiſe Man's View is tempo- 
ral Intereſt ; but by laying out our good Things 
as the Giver of them teaches, our Principle Piety 
and Benevolence, we ſecure to ourſelves a Recep- 
tion into the everlaſting Habitations, 

Ob the Depth of the Riches of the Bounty and 


4 Tim. vi. 17. Love of God ! 2 giveth us all Things richly Fo ett 


Luke vi. 31. 


See 1 Pet. iv. 
8, 9, 10, 11. 


Tob. xii. 9. 


Joy ; and further to entitle ourſelves to the greateſt 
Nieſſings Man can enjoy, or God himſelf. beſtow, 
tequires only this eaſy and pleaſant Condition, 
which Nature and Reaſon, as well as the Great 
Creator of them, dictate) even to do to others, as: 
dos ſhould: define "them to do to us; being glad, 7 
the Ability that God giveth,” to diſtribute to the Ne- 


cefſates of others ; = what unbounded Grace does it 


beſpeak in the Giver, that thoſe very Things we 
have received ſhould, by being only properly uſed, 


or for ug a far more exceeding and eternal Weight 


of Glory? yet this we are taught to Hope, thro” 
the Mediation of thoſe Friends, we may mate to. 
ourſelves. of the Mammon ef Unrighteouſneſs: — So 
true is it, that Aus delivereth'from-Death.— 

For indeed the Principle of Love and Charity, 


in its full Extent, is comprehenſive. of all Virtues,, 


Moral and Divine; we ſhall ſeldom find him fail- 
ing in other Inſnces of Tots that 1s 3 


Rom. xiii. 10, — Lies! is the akne of the Lows 
to 


* 
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'whis Neighbour from a Principle of Obedience to 
the Will of God; which is — true Source, and 
the one ſolid Foundation of all moral and religious 


Obligation. — He that, upon this ſtable Principle, 
is faithful in that which is the leaſt, is faithful alſo in 
much; — will be a faithful Steward, as of earthly- 
Poſſeſſions, ſo of the beſt" Gifts, of- ſpiritual Bleſ- 
fings ; — not only in temporal Concerns, but in 
thoſe likewiſe of an eternal Nature; and he that 
is unjuſt in the leaſt, is unjuſt alſo in much; if there- 


are buy have not been faithful in the unrighteous Mam- 


ION for there is that getteth Riches by Deceit and 
unrigbteoiis Dealing; there is alſs that waſteth bis Sub. 


1 


Luke xv. 13. 


Janct with riotous Living; there is that feattereth ; Prov. xi. 24. 


and there is that witholdeth more than is meet ; —— 


dut if ye imnitate the Conduct of ſuch Men, == are 


covetous as Phariſees = or ſquander, like the Pro- 


digal Son —— yet Wealth, as the mint Steward 


or ſpend what was honeſtly gotten, vainly, luxuri- 
oufly and uncharitably, as the Rich Man in the 
Parable; =——if ye difpenſe not the tempting and 
deceitful Riches of this tranfitory World 'to the 
Purpoſes, for which they were given, obo will 
commit to your Truft the true Riches ? — —'ye can- 
not expect, that God ſhould beſtow upon you 
TFreaſutet in Heaven, which are promiſed-only to 
the Upright and Charitable: Anil if ye have not hren 
Faithful in that which is another Man's —— Liberal 
Diftributors of thoſe: momentary Poſeſfions, which, 

a 8 B 2 {0 
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A SERMON predtbes before the 
Pe En mm—_— 
ſo far brom being n ſolely ſor your own 
Uſe, were given principally for that of others, —— _ 
to be tranſmitted, thro yours, into. other more 
indigent Hands. who. ſhall grve you that which ß, 
is your own ? can God judge you worthy of that. 
Taberitance that fadeth not away, incorruptible, and 
uualicnable, reſerved in Heaven — for all Jaitlful 
Stewards & 
The. Point of 3 in. the Paſſage before us, 
is evidently the Duty of Beneficence : — Which 
the preſent Aſſembling of ourſelves together, na- 
turally applies to the truly laudable Undertaking, 
we are met to Support. Hi, then, let us reflect 
on the Reaſonableneſs, Neceſſity, and Advantages 
of Beneficence in General; ; which indeed, . partly - 
appears from what, has been incidentally ſaid al- 
ready ; but we ought to be a little mare particular 
on. ſo Important a Point, as the true Uſe of Riches. 
Beneficence at. large employs, as a good Steward, 
all the Powers of Man, and Riches. of Nature; 
but at preſent we, are reſtrained. to the Conſidera- 
tion of Wealth only, _ 
The Subject before us is thought 0 ee a 
obvious, ſo common and level to every Capacity, 
that a Preacher might want an Excuſe for touching 
upon it, (however neglected the Duty be,) were he 
not countenanced by an Aſſembly, the Cement of 
which is Piety and Charity: It's true, the Cha- 
mer this Age affects is Knowledge — would it 


Were 


| 
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were Morality. and. Religion; and tho' nothing 


new and entertaining be to be expected in a beaten 
Track; yet if the many juſt and ingenious Things, 
already often ſaid, prove ineffectual to meliorate 

the Heart, the candid will be apt to look upon one 

Sermon more, on a Subject confeſſedly of publick 
Concern, not unreaſonable at leaſt; poſſibly to 
them, even the Plainneſs of a Diſcourſe may be a 
Recommendation ; at leaſt Recollection is uſe- 


ful, where Arguments ſeem to have ſlipd the 


Memorr . I ble 
Let us recollect then, that numerous and power- 
ful are the Arguments for Charity and Beneficence; 


* 


— have we not all one Father? hath not one God Mal. 5. 105 


created us? f is not Man a ſocial Creature? have 
we not all the ſame Paſſions and Affections? have 
we not Abilities to be helpful to each other and 
Wants that call. for mutual Intercourſe of good- 
Offices? nay, Wants of ſuch a Nature, that with- 
aut ſuch mutual Aſſiſtance, the Rich would be at. 
leaſt as diſtreſſed, without the Help of the Poor, 
as the Poor without the Rich ? and does not the. 
Inſtability of human Affairs, and human Laws, 
enforce theſe natural Tendencies? and human So- 
ciety ſubſiſt by Virtue of them? does not every 
Nation and Language — human Reaſon and Phi- 
- f $i etiam hoe natura preſcribit, ut homo homini, quicunque fit, 
ob eam ipſam cauſam tamen, quod is homo ſit, conſultum velit ; 


neceſſe eſt, ſecundum eandem naturam omnium utilitatem efle 
communem. Cic. de Of. | ie. 


lolophy. 


A8 ERM ON preached before the 

— — | — — — — 

ſolophy ſtrengthen the Argument? and the clear 
Voice of Religion, natural and revealed, complete 

Eph. iv. 4, f. it? are we net called in one Hope of our Calling; 

Luke vi. 3 5. one Lord; one Faith; one Baptiſm ? God is kind 
to all, even to the Unthankful, and the Evil; — and 
our Redeemer died for Sinners; tho then a 
thouſand Expreſs Commands are diſregarded and 
a-thouſand there are to diſregard — the Example of 
God and Chriſt may yet fix our Love to our Neigh- 
bour, nay, our Enemies; eſpecially. if we take 
along with us the Conſideration, that at the Great- 


Matt. xxx. Day of Account, our Charity to our Brother will 


be made the Teſt of our Love to God. -  - 

©.» Nay, without Charity and Beneficence a Man 

cannot prove, that he truly loves God, his Neigh- 

bour, or (what may ſeem very Paradoxical, even 

himſelf ; fo that the Uncharitable is void of the 

real Senſe (I had almoſt faid) of every Obligation; 

as the whole Duty of Man is reducible to thoſe 

three Heads: 80 far as the Argument relates to 

the ſecond Head, it admits no Proof; and that 

che true Love of God, and that of our Neighbour 

John iii. 17. are inſeparable, appears not only from the repeated 

iv. 20, 21. Expreſs Declarations of God himſelf, but from Rea- 

ſon too; the true Principle of Duty influencing 

uniformly in both Reſpects; —— the Love of our 

Lev. xix. 18. Neighbour is the Voice of Nature, and the Com- 
Matt. v. 44. mand of God, the Author of Nature; and we 

Ichn av. 15. if we love God, wwe muſt heep his Commands 


ments ; 


— — 
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ments; add to this, that ſincere Love is naturally 
well inclined to all, that are favoured by its be- | 
loved Object; and our Brother muſt be the Object 
of Divine Love equally with ourſelves. -. a 
The Connexion between Beneficence and Self- 
Love is ſtrong and clear, as the Advantages and Prov. xi. 7. 
Comforts of liberal Actions: To every generoùus 
Mind more Joy muſt redound from the mere con- 
kerring a Benefit, than the Receiver can have, but 
is every rich Man happy alſo in Mind and Body, 
as well as Eſtate? yet verily, one of the moſt en- 
livening Cordials to ſinking Spirits, is a Recolleo- 
tion of good Actions, and the ſmiling Offices of \ 
Gratitude and Reſpect : —— Beſides,” is not this 
the only Way to improve our Talents? and of 
| Courſe to make to ourſelves Friends that may rectite 
2s into everlaſting Habitations? not to add, chat 
ve know not what a Day may bring forth? but by Prov. _— * 
Beneficence we providently and laudably ſecure to 
ourſelves an Intereſt in our Fellow - Creatures again | 
the needful Time of Wulle. 
The World is groſly miſtaken urch um of 
Self. love; is it the Dictate of Self-Love, is it real 
Benefit or Joy, to cut one's ſelf off from the reſt 
of the World? is it a joyful Reflection, that we 
have not a Friend in Heaven or Earth? does Self- 
love induce us to venture our Al upon one Bottom? 
the prudent Merchant adviſes otherwiſe ; why then 
ſhould. I confine my Hopes of Comfort to the 


* 8 
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_ dangle Veſſel of Self, and that probably none of 
the ſoundeſt, when I have wherewithal to extend 
my Property and Hopes commenſurate with the 
Univerſe? 
How weak is ; the An ſwer of APR Self. love - 
the benevolent ? S not do what I will with 
mine own?—Thine own, vain Man! Now what 
haſt thou, that thou didſt not receive? Now if thou 
Aiqſt recerve it, why doft thou glory as if thou haaft 
not received it? and if thou: did/t receive it, why 
doſt thou not, (actuated even by Self-love) apply it 
to the Purpoſes for which it was committed to thy 
Truſt, even in the beſt manner, to wh own, and 
thy Brother's Good? 
The Tenure on 1 we hold c our Lande from 
the. Lord of all the Earth, is Charity and Benefi- 
*cence;. 4 6 — but to pay a due Ac- 
knowledgment; and to diſcharge a Part of what 
is lent us by the great Proprietor ; — and the 
poor Man's is the only Hand the Almighty has 
wherewith to receive our Alms. But how re- 
markably does it manifeſt the Love of God to- 
Matt. xxv. 40. Wards us, that every good Office to a Fellow- 
Creature he will reward as done to himſelf? That, 
Prov. xix. 17. % who hath Pity upon the Poor, (in divine Favour 
Matt xxv. 40. and Eſtimation) but lendeth unto the Lord. "And 
that which he hath given will be pay bim again; nor 
Matt. x. 42. eden a Cup of cola Water N in any wiſe 70 lo hpi ts 


Heb. vi. 10. 
1 Reward. 


2 1 . | 
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Wigs which they poſſeſſed 10as their 0wn.— Ard 
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The firſt Chriſtians Jaid not, that ought of Phe AGs iv 32. 


9 


why does the Covetous ay otherwiſe? Wealth un- Wa 163 8 


employ'd is no more thine than mine: It is Uk, 


that proves the Property and Value, Ohl d 
unenvied joyleſs Smiles of the Miſer oer his 
Hoards. Give us, the joyou 
ready to fly to the Relief of the diſtreſſed ! How 
"High and noble the Pleaſure to Reaſon and Nature! 
ſtill increaſing as the Poor revives! and unmixed 
and unalloyed too, but for the "PoE = — 
Miſery it relieves! © * 

In how amiable, engen a Light does PR 


ian appear, when he's repreſented" ſaying, I eſta- 


« bliſhed this as a Maxim among the Athenians, 


<< that the Citizens of the lame Republick ought. 


* to lament and ſhare: one ariother's Misfortunes; 
<© as Members of the fame Body. And for my 


e ſelf, I never taſted fo high Pleaſure, as when T 1 


cc relieved - the miſerable. Rich as I was, I 
te thought myſelf poor, becauſe 1 had not to give 
e to every one that wanted.” And among the 
Spartans, as well as the firſt Chriſtians, publick 
Spirit prevailed ſo far, as even to a Community of 
Goods. But on how different Principles ! the one, 
ſecular Policy ;\ mr AI un + A 


—— — t 


= See Pla, Life of Solon: He releaſed to his Debtors at one 
time fifteen TORS and his Father ruined his Eftate by exceſſive 
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"Is Ke "Oh Char ity! thou moſt amiable and delightful 
| Prov. i 9. Quality! an Ornament 'of Grat ro mi Hrau, and 
If | . 26d. 3. Chain about the Net / Withdift tee, the Good 
| are nothing ; atid the Great are wofſe than nothing 
l| Rithes H and all the AUvantages of Mind, Body, 
4 | or Eftate! Where #*Yvir Valne or Beauty! what 
== are ye? a Name,' 6f an Evil? but when turned to , 
= Faccour, to heal, inſtruct, revive ! ye beneficent, 
| F how happy, how plorious your Ranks! appointed 
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Almoners of Heaven, to difpenſe the os * 6 
divine Providence thro” the-Creation | 
- TI would ſubjoin'two' or three eg eure before 
TT I” is diſmiſſed; | 
See 1 Cor.xiii.* T. Great and glorious. Things are dad f 
Charity and Beneficence : —— And great things 
ought to be ſaid : Withont them we are 
here counted dead before God: and without 
the Friends they procure, who! 101 receive us inis 
Matt. xxv. 10, h everlaſting Habitations? We ſhall come too 
11, 12, Ge. late,” hen the Door ſhall be ſhut: and to the 
uncharitable'#he everlaſting Doors will ever be ſhut ; 
as our Judge expreſsly declares in the Repreſenta- | 
tion he himſelf gives of the awful Proceſs of the 
laſt Day: bat fil Man is apt to err, to err 
on botk Sides the Queſtion. The more general 
3 Error (notwithſtanding the ſtrong. Light of the 
Goſpel) no doubt is Uncharitableneſs. Vee 


there may be ſome; that ſet too high a Value, lean 
too ſecurely even on the Virtue of Charity. 


Dee zo the BaisToOh ELIA 


as if notonly. neceſſary, but ſufficient to Salvation 3 
thence deluded. into an Opinion, that a Pittance, 


| bequeathed even on a Death-bed, will fandtify the . 


ill-gotten Lump; and. cover a. Myltitud: even, of 
damnable Sins. But this muſt be a fatal Miſtakes 

— if ſo be, that any thinking Creature can > 
deceived. . Charity, as is above nctad, in its gom: 
plex View, through the Merits of our Redeemey, 
will fave us. But he muſt be a a very ſuper- 
ficial Obſerver, that concludes from the 2 5 of St. 
Matthew, that the ſingle external Act of eclieying 
the indigent can carry us to Heaven, 

2. Any ſingle Defect denominates an Action 


bad and theſe three Requiſites muſt conſpire to 


render even Beneficence good vi. That the 


Prineiple it flows from, the Means its conducted 


by, and the End its directed to, be all Good. 80 
that, tis to be feared, ſome apparent good Actions, 


if weigbe in the Ballances, would be found wanting. Dan. v. 27. 


A Man may give bountifully, from Pride and 
Oſtentation thro the Influence of Men, more 
than that of God, and his own Conſcience — or 
from a Hope to receive as much again, Nay, its 
poſſible, a deceived Heart may turm 4 Man afide to 
unjuſtifiable Methods of acquiring what he would 
willingly beſtow to charitable and pious 3 
And its no Breach of Charity to 25 

ſometimes the true Motive to Alms, as = AS 


W Works, may be ſome ſecular End, in- 


C 2 1 


F 


men of "the „ CIOS man of 
Men. e ae e ett tee! 

3.1 would ebdbewe, that! We the preſent 
Generation ſeem to have fallen into a new and mi- 
ſtaken Notion of Covetoaſhefs; if a Man live 
handſomely, as they call it, the ready Concluſion. 
the Virtue oppoſite to Avarice, conſiſted only in 
Expence at large, without any reſpect to the Oc- 
cafion, whether good or bad. Hoſpitality, pro- 
portionate to a Man's Circumſtances-and Station in 
Life, is undoubtedly one very laudable Branch of 
Liberality ;—but that it ſhould be the one only 
Deſignation of Wealth, is neither conſonant to the 
Principles of right Reaſon, of the old ſound Philo- 
ſophy, nor the Chriſtian Religion. The Lan- 

Matt. x. 18. gage of theſe 1s, freely ye have receiued, Freely 

we.” Avarice may not only prompt to get dif- 

aA or to heap up monſtrouſiy — bat like- 

wiſe to ſpend laviſhly—ſo it he wholly on a Man's 

ſelf. So that, the Luxurious may conſume all that 

. he hath, yet not be liberal, i nay, be cavetaus. If 

Luke xvi. 19, #he rich Man cloath himſelf in Purple and fine Li. 

mY wen, and fare fiunptuouſly every Day —— what, 

ſhall not Avarice. be at all ſuſpected: to harden the 

Heart, whilſt Lazarus, full of. Sores, lies ſtretch- 
ed out at e, unpitied, unrelieved ? 185 


5 A a x, to 25 . of the charger of Catlin, Alien 
ws 2 Salut. 


« Let 


S # tothe Hub 0 Im FLRKMARY. 


— —— — 
4. Let us eonſider, for what the rich Aan in + Take f 23. 
che Parable was caſt into Hell. New the Works. of 6 Gal. v. 19,203. 


the Fleſh ar are manife/t; ahich.are theſe, Adultery, 
Forvication,. Uncleauneſs;. &. — But it does not 
appear, chat for any of all theſe things God brought 
bim into Fudgment : Nay, it does not appear, 
that . the Wrath. of the Lord. was kindled againſt 
him, on account of. his high and expenfive man- 
ner of Life, that might be no more coſtly than was 
ſuitable to his Rank and. Station ; —— and his 
Riches too migi.. be haneſtly acquired: but le 
had: Moſes and the Prophets, acknowledg'd to be 
ſent from God, and vvhoſe Writings abound: with 
Commands of Tenderneſs and Liberality to the 
poor and need, et would he nor hear them; 
but amidſt the higheſt Affluence, could be inſen- 
fible to: the extremeſt Miſery, of united Poverty 
and Diſeaſe, placed full before his Eyes. If- 
then, a bare Negligence of Duty, Thoughtleſneſs - 
of God and Man; if Unchaxitableneſs alone was 
ſufficient under the, old Lam, dim as its Light was, 
to ſink: the Offender into eternal Perdition, 
how ſhall. Chriſtians eſcape,. if blinded by. the Gad 

of this Warld, hey make light of Sins of Omid, 
in deſpight of almaſt every Page of the new: and 


21. 


better Lau, if tempted by the Luft of the Fleſh, i jo i. 165. 


the Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life,: they 
t warguchen, or retuls proper Relic: to 
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the Piſtreſſes of their F ellow Chriſtians, "whillt 
_ themſelves fare ſumpruouſly every Day. 

Oh! my Brethren, what Horror inte, 
"hows in the Thought, of having received our good 
Wings in this Life-time! and to prevent this. ſad 
Sentence, comprehenſive of all Ill, what Care can 
be too great? what Hopes, what Conſolations are 
there againſt the Fear of it? now, next to 
the Merits of our Saviour, the greateſt of tbeſe is 


charity; Fa and loyely Charity never looked 


fairer than in the Undertaking we are met to cele- 


brate; and with ö of Gol. nen 
and ſupportt. 

Loet us proceed then, to 2117 7 the Dodrine ad- 
vanced to the Occaſion of the preſent Aſſembly; 
and ſhew, that the benevolent cannot purſue any 
Method, more likely 20 make to themſelves Friends 
, the Manmon of Unrighteouſneſ3, that, when they 
fail, may receive them into everlaſting  Hahitations, 
than Liberality to the Infirmary. of Briftl, + 4 
+ The numerous and crying Sins of this Age and 


Nation, no ſerious Man but obſerves upon, laments, 
and dreads the Conſequences of; but we truſt Un- 
charitahleneſs, helliſh Diſpoſition, does not appear 


againſt us, 70 fill up the Meaſure of our Iniguity, — 
Luxury; Fornication, Adultery ; — Irreligion, In- 


Sele, Blaſphemy ; we truſt, Uncharitableneſs, 


is not of the Number of our National Crimes; (tho, 
God knows, we have uncharitable Individuals 


ON more 


r 
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more than enough 55 nay, as tlie divine ' Comipal- Gen. = 


ſion would have {j pared e even Scam, had there been 


found but ten Rigliteous in the City; may we not 
humbly hope, that if the deſtroying Angel ſhould 
 firetch out bis Hand, to root us out from under Heaven, 


that we be nd more a Nation, the All-merciful may | 


ſtay his Hand, when Charity, heavenly Virtue, 
ever officious to make Apologies for human Infir- 
mity and Sin — When Charity dilplays at the 


Throne of Grace a Catalogue of thoſe Eſtabliſh- | 


ments, the true Spirit of Chriſtian Beneficence has 
produced among us within half a Century paſt ; — 
the moſt excellent Societies for Propagating the 


Goſpel in Foreign Parts, and Promoting Chriſtian 


Knowledge at Home; many hundreds of Charity 
Schools the Vie Charter Schools; and laftly, I 
had almoſt ſaid beſt as well as lateſt, Tnfirmaries ; 


— To bis Name be Hbe Ghry, from whom * Ja. i. 17. 


good an perfect Gift cometh. 
That Objections will be made even to the beſt 


Schemes, ſo long as the Heart of Man is corrupt, 


eannot be unexpected; yet to obviate Objections, 
when we, and the Objectors too know a Thing to 


be right and good, muſt be irkſome ; for the Miſ- 
fortune is, few. object from a laudable Principle: 
the true Obſtacle is ſeldom expoſed; probably, be- 
cauſe tis juſt Matter of Shame; but thus, tho 
you anſwer an Objection, you remove not the Ob- 
_ -HruQtion; and this ms is not more notorious in 


any 
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any Caſe, than that of a charitable Project: Some 
object flom want of due Examination into the true 
State of Things; others from their natural Diſpoſi- 
=, tion to cenfure every Thing, they themſelves were 
WE Nate, xx. 1. not firſt concerned in, tho' perhaps invited at the 
i firft Hour: Some from a Spirit of Party; and ſome 
from a Senſe, that the Generoſity and publick Spi- 
rit of others is a tacit Reflection on their Want of 
them : 'Theſe, and many more fach, how eaſy to 
expoſe ? but to what Purpoſe? if the true 
ſtubborn Objection be ſtill behind, — Unwilling- 
nefs to contribute, and a defire to cover Avarice 
under a ſpecious Dilike of the Deſign, 
There was indeed another Stumblin g- block in 
the Way, in the Infancy of this Undertaking; a 
Difficulty, that ſometimes ſticks even with the 
Good — and that is, a Diffidence of the Succeſs of 
any Undertaking, how promiſing ſoever the Pro- 
{pet may be; —— but this, Thank God is long 
Fince removed; — and whether our Scheme is not 
crowned with unuſual Succeſs, let our Enemies tell, 
if they pleaſe. — | 
The only Objection, of apparent Solidity, 6e 
Acts of Charity is the Danger of Abuſe, — tho' 
*twas never allowed ſound Reaſoning, from the 


Abuſe of a good Thing, to argue for the Diſuſe ;= 
the right Inference Bo to amend what has been 


* w/e 
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It i is not to be diſſembled, but Abuſes are crept 
into publick and private Benefactions; — but tge 
latter are liable to the greateſt, and moſt common. 
He that gives Alms to every Man that aſteth, even 
in the Streets, undoubtedly ſhews a compaſſionate. 

Temper; —— but does a Miſchief to the Publick, 
and the Beggar too, by fixing him in a Liſe of Idle-» 
neſs, or worſe: At the ſame Time that the really 
Diſtreſſed, [the valuable Poor, is deprived of the 
Relief due to him ; the Buſineſs then of the well 
diſpoſed will be, to enquire out the Occaſions of 
Charity, leaſt liable to abuſe ; for give he muff, Job iv. 7, 3. 
and cheerfully, and plenteoufly too, if be heave! Abun- 
dance ; and let me dare affirm, that from the: 
Foundation of the World there never were hit up- 
on by the Wit of Man, or promoted by the Good 
neſs of his Heart, Deſigns more excellent in their 
Kind, or more faithfully executed, than thoſe 
above enumerated ; — where the Views withal 
are ſo extenſive, that all, that either the moſt be- 
nevolent Heart, or the moſt opulent Fortune has to 
offer, can well be employed; and if others of 
them are a little too far remand from common 
Obſervation, an Infirmary however is at Hand; 
the peculiar Excellencies of which I beg leave to 
enlarge upon: And tho theſe may ſufficiently ap- 
pear to every one, that will candidly and attentively 
examine the Conflitutional Rules, Which Care is taken, 

— to 


— 


A SERMON preached before the 
to throw / into almoſt every Hand, ſtill it ſeems but 
Juſtice to the World, the Defign, and the Sub- 
{cribers, to ——_— what we declare be to, 


excellent. 
Infirmaries have many Advantages, above the 


8 Hoſpitals ;. which it may be invidious to 
dwell on; _— ſuch as, good Orders, Eaſineſs of 
Admiſſion, Airyneſs of Lodging, Cleanlineſs, Diet, 
Cheapneſ and Goodneſs of Drugs; add to theſe, 
the more conſtant Attendance and greater Number 
of Phyſicians and Surgeons, in Proportion to the. 
Patients; and it becomes me to ſubjoin one other 
eminent Advantage; that the poor Sick are con- 
ſtantly,once a Pay and oftner, if Neceſũty require,. 
attended in the Mrd by a Clergyman of good: 
Character; and his Salary no Burden to the com- 
mon Fund: As united Povertx and Sickneſs ever 
imd the Infirmary Doors open, tis impoſſible, but 
ſome Emulous of their Be#ters, ſome Profligates 
ſhould enter ꝝ and even ſuppoſing the Divine Pro- 
vidence and Bleſſing, and the Holy Spirit not to- 
ſuperintend in a particular Manner over Places more 

peculiarly; ſubſervient to his good Will and Plea- 
ſure, facred to his Honour, and the Benefit of hig. 
Creatures; a Point, by no — to be given 


3 The candid ſees the Drift of this 18 18 not to b 
oy uſeful: — — 2 _— a- fervent Exper that every 

n Oceans r im as maturer perience points 
n e Oceaſion; and Kab Inventi * : 


5 up 
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ups wo til; with Reference-!te—ſecond Cauſes 
and natural Effects; as even the worſt of Men 
have their ſoberer Hours, when are they more 
likely to have thoſe Hours, and to happier Effeck, 
than when' their Spirit and Fleſh are troubled? — 
when the moſt miſerable: Objects ſurround — fine 
in exquifite Torture ſome perhaps preparing io 
deport to give Account of themſbives to God; and in 
a State and Temper too, directly oppoſite to that, 
they have only been uſed to, (to the aſtoniſhing In- 
famy and bad Policy of a Chriſtian Country l) the 
Drunken one of condemned Delinquents; when 
from within, Impotence to help themſelves,” and 
Anguiſh and Sorrow deter ny Sin L net im 
probably the immediate felt Cauſe of their Suffer 
ings ; — when — and: Relief © from 
i Strangers to all their ſeveral Complaints, invite 
to Virtue from without; —— when * the ſerious, 
re — — —— kept. 
and oboſtly:Ccuinſel! is _ at hand te comb kr; 
if / circumſtautiated, we may not hope” to 
bord the _ 18 wondle, and bit Heart melt 


111 1 2 1 


Hane 1 imitate menen ere e 33- 
k *T was: pleaſipg to hear the Reproof. given to one. who, inſtead 
&f humble Prayer, poured forth Curſes, when his Anguiſh grew 21 
upon him — {how prepoſterous an Effect of ſuch a auſe f Frie 
do you want e be diſcharg d? No verily, cries he, my only Hope of 
Cure is here: Then know, returns the other, No Man flays i in this 
| — and uſes Gocks Name profanely. 


D 2 uuthiæ 


ths. ttt. "at. is. 4. 
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within lim tell eye 50 wit: . r may 
Din n 
Tho the Article of Out Potients, m n 

othar. valuable ones, be common to Hoſpitals and 
Infirmaries, yet. I cannot but juſt obſerve; that c 
ofoincradible Importance; perhaps equal in Value 
almoſſ ta. the other Branch of In- Patient — a 
Poing that few ſeem ſufficiently aware of: You 
know, its from the 3 — me 
PraQitioners,. chat the Poor are — o ile 
ſmall Complaints, till they become great ones, 
perhaps incurable: A Diſtemper, or Conſtitution 
may be ſuchias requires a freer Air, and Exerciſe, 
than an In- Patiet may confiſtently be in- 
dulged ; beſides a Family is oſten under ſuch 
particular Cireumſtances of Diſtreſs, as neceſſi- 
tate. thaopeooiSick- to deeline the greatef Ad- 
vantages paanliar to In-Fatients, notwithſtand- 

ing their Maladies render them but t too pro = 
Objects; as on the other Hand, it more” fre- 
quently happens, that Numbers, whoſe Hearts 
would leap- for Joy on their Admiſſion, art for 
want of room in the Houſe, obliged to content 
themſelves vrith the Privileges of Out- Patients: 

and let me add, that by this happy Proviſion many 
valuable Members are preſerved to the Communi- 

ty: The induſtrious Poor is impatient of unactive 
* tho his Life is at Stake; he haſtens to 
do 


—' — — — 
dat his. Duty in that Stata of Life, unte which God 
hath called him; — and he goes with Safety; 
as he can have continual Recdurſe to-thoſe ſalutiry 
Means for che Gryfirmation of his Healih, unf 
he bleſſes God, hape juſt reſtored it. ani 

Indulge me here a Moment's Reflechon d 


the . wiſe Proviſion for Caſualties; the ra- 


ther, as in this City more ſudden ſad Diſaſters hap 
pen, than in any Spot f Ground in the World of 


equal Dimenſions. 0 . the Fropiſten wich 


Fs Article, ten times 2 a8. DANS being admitted an- 
der this Head, as the Name of any ſingle Suhſeri- 
lt might well ſeem a very odd Reafon-for/ 


xcludin a. Perſon, from charitable. Relief, merely; 


becauſe his Stroke was ſudden, therefore heayier's. 


— becauſe he neither had Money to procure 


Aſſiſtance elſewhere, ner ta Friend: to recommend 


him hither 3 or perhaps, the Accident was ſo 


ſeyere, as; not ta allow. time for an Application to 

a Friend, if he had ane : For what would this beg 

but to refuſe Admittange,. merely becauſe the Cir- 

cumſtanges of the Calamity make a Man the 

greater Object. E Theſe charitable Doors have 
from the Begioning been ever open to the unfortu- 

nate; and 1 in a few Minutes A. Accident, the 


* In the Caſe of Caſualties, the PhyE jans and; Surgeons. have a 
Power of bt apron without Li jon; and, i R 


earns ng would be Men for ſome Patient, to 'be moved with, 
r than repel ſuch a one. 
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poor Creature will be attended by a ſkilful Phys 
cian or Surgeon, as the Cafe requires. And 
what a happy Reverſe of Fortune! He that one 
Moment ſeemed the Outcaſt of God and Man, 
che next is admitted to a plentiful Supply of all his 
Heart could wiſh; and finds himſelf in a Courſe 
. — 29 envied-by the'ticheſt Nobleman ; 
whoſe Money, though in Profufion given, pro- 
cures him viſits, but momentary and few. but 
the poor ſiek, thrown by Providence under our 
Hoſpitable Roof, i'not's Moment wicheut mmi 
ale good Allifiance ut Band. * 5 3 
The Advantages above we hi common to 
outs, and the other * eight Infirmaries already 
eſtablithed in this Kingdom. But there are others, 
— to-onrs, Which ought to be noted not 
merely, berate 402 have hereof to glory,” bur to 
e others to a laudable Emulation. 

A 1. Sinee true Charity muſt be univetül, 
Gis is a general Infirmary; open to the whole 
World; reſtrained to no Place, or Party; no 
Religion, or Profeſſion. County Infirtharies are, 
no doubt, very-laudable Charities; nay; I truft, 
that e er long, ſtimulated by the glorious Effects, 
conſpicuous in this, and other Infirmaries, no one 
conſiderable Town will be without one. However, 


+In Londen and Weſt minſter, Three; Wi ache er, Nel, Ho” g N 
ther, and North 25 . there are li ifs Tun in Dublin, 


and One in E. 


- _— 


che 7 more extenſive, oats the more noble the 
Berieficertce : he nearer it approaches to the 
divine Pattern, the more perſect our Charity muſt 
be. And this Article will appear in a very ſtrong 
Light, if applied only to Sails, who fly hither 
from every Quarter, and are obnoxious io more ſad 
| Accidents than any Set of Men 3 and to cure 2 
Sailor i is to. do the Pi ublick. a Benefit. JA tec 
2. Then 1 apprehend; . the N umber of Phy- 
cians and Surgeons, i is greater in ours, in. Propor- 
tion to the , than in ſome other Ianee, 
ries; and their ue much more regular and 
Frequent, than in any other, T'wo.yery — 4 
al. Points, not only — they extend the Intereſt of 


the Infirmary, but ſecure a better Proviſion for the 


Sick; for let Men be ever {a,generaus and honeſt, 
Avocations from Charity. to. Neceſſity will occurs. 


and the Spirit of e Manager 
never injurec a good Cauſe. An. certain it is, 


through ſome ſuch happy Cauſe or other, the 


Number of Cures. in this Infirmary: is remarkably 
high, whether we. conlider the Patients admitted: 
in,ours,.,or thoſe 3 in other Infirmaries..... ;1- Sonar ob 


. Beſides the weekly and quarterly Board; let 


is _ obſeryed, that four of the Subſcribers, reſt 


ding within. the City, are regularly; ſummoned. to 


vit every Monday and 7 vur ſday,.. the leaſt, part of 


whoſe Office is the Admiſſion . of Patients. 
What a an additional 1 important Security this is, that 
the 
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the whole Concern ſhall be faithfully carried on, 
When thoſe, who pay to the Support of it, are the 
continual Guar dians of its Welfare; and this Bur- 
den withal divided into almoſt. nothing; it not 
falling to each Man's Turn to viſit more than once 
in twelve Months. Where let it be remarked, 
that though every Subſcriber has the Happineſs to 
know, his trivial Sum, malleable like the nobleſt 
Metal, extends its Benefit to great Numbers, as in 
this 1: Year to a Thouſand and upwards, Ne- 
vertheleſs, beſides viſiting, he is at no Pains in the 
Diſtribution ; ; the Burden of diſpenſing. (a great 
Check to Beneficence in common Caſes) lying 
wholly on other Hands; —— and abundant Rea- 
ſon we have to think it on extreme good ones: And 
Ecclu.x xxviii. if Zlonour is always due to the Phyſician and Sur- 
9 geon, for the Lord hath created them, "thoſe of the 
Infirmary muſt be judged worthy of double "Honour; 
for the extraordinary Uſes we * have of them, "and 
without Fee or Reward. A 
4. Another moſt material Advantage de . 
ol Infirmary has, is its being ſeated in the midſt 
of a large compact City, and opulent withal; whoſe 
temporal Intereſt greatly it is, to ſupport it to the 
End of Time. Hence we may aſſure ourſelves of 
daily increaſing Benefactions, and of a conſtant 
Supply of able Phyſicians and Surgeons; who muſt, 
in common Honour and Gratitude, nay, and 
| RY. too, meet with an Encouragement cor- 
my ' reſponding 


mY | 
1 0 
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| reſþondi to their Infirmary: Merit. 3 
City is f ſmall Extent, in Proportion to its] 
ber of Wphabitants, every Perſon intereſte 25 
anxious for its Welfare, may attend and in pect 
with great Eaſe, without Loſs of ne or Inter 
ruption to other Affairs. Lt. ien, FH 
The time would fail me to e en othey Ex- | 
cellencies peculiar to the Briſtal Infirmary, . 
added to thoſe wiſe Regulations ſhe has in com- 
mon with others. Sure I am, enough is to be 
found to influenee.any Man that has a Heart to 
feel, and any thing to-give. For a it is formed upon 
a Plan, comprehenſive, not only of all the 8 
tions held excellent in Beneficence by the old Mo. 
raliſts and Philoſophers — (who, by the way, 
ſeem to have had the poor ſick but little in their 
Thoughts) but alſo of the more exalted and per- 
fect ones, Chriſtianity hath ſupplied for our Di- 
rection. And if the Piety and Wiſdom of a 
| E /-D We op 


N. driflotl = ci icero, agree with 1 non quid 1 aut je 4 
Aerur, = Jed ha monte; magis nos obligat, qui parun de X 
nice, 10105 x) d N πτ, fav aro iN Id did: dee facultatibus. 
dum. But the two ner inſiſt, pro dignitate etiam cuigue tribuatur ; 
which Cicero explains, Mares cqus erunt ſpettandi, in quem Benefic 5 
conferetur, & animus erga nos, & communitas, aut Societas vitæ, & 
ad noſtraſ utilitates officia ante collata. Ariſtot. Eth. c. 4. Cic. de 
Off. e:'1. And ſo far from allowing good Offices to thoſe that have 
injured, they declare abſolutely for Revenge, publick and pri vate; 
and not to return an Injury or Affront they thought ſervile;—Nay, 
the latter adds, Nec ſatis fit, eum, / qui laceſſierit, Iajuriæ ſuæ pæ- 
ritere. Not ſo indeed Plato and Seneca; Non ut in Beneficits honeſlum 
75 merita meritis repenſare, ita injurias injuriis: illic vinci turpe oft, 
c 


wincere : inhumanum werbum eft, & quidem pro juſto receptum, ul- 
tio. 
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Minds, own himſelf in the wrong. And many 


B titre * 
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Scheme; its being detached from all private and 
partial Vic was if to be well concerted and execu- 


ted better; if 10 proceed from the beſt Principles, 


conducted zealouſly by the moſt laudable Means, 
and directed to the worthieſt Ends; if to provide 
for Soul, Body, and Eſtatę; if any of theſe ſepa- 
rately ——or all of them jointly can recommend; 

— then may we with -Contidence depend, that 
this Work. will proſpen in gur. Hands, is acceptable 
#0 God, and tobe approved of Men. 


And all. that we deſire of any Man towards Con- 
viction of this Truth, is; that he give himſelf the 


Trouble fairly to examine. And ſurely the candid 


cannot do leſs: And aſter Examination, either he 
will. concur in gur Meaſures, or, what is much 
more difficult, he ought to propoſe better; 
or, What's the hardeſt Taſk of all, at leaſt to bad 
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cxa@ ERam Hä ioH df bab Conſtitution and Con- 
duct; and that from Strangers as well as Members. 
—— It would be a perpetual Security, that the 
ſick poor have Juſtice done them in every Regard; 
due Honour paid continually by the united Suf- 
frage of Men to the charitable Scheme itſelf, and 
to we that bear the Burden and Heat of the Day: 
And that muſt produce a continual Increaſe 
of Subſcriptions, to enable us not ons: to K e . 
ate, but enlarge the Scheme. © 
Be in no Pain, ye rich Citizens, leſt the Ws 
ty ſhould be ſpoiled by large Benefactions: 
the preſent Bottom is not broad enough to 10855 
the poor ſick, halt, lame, blind, from your own 
Streets; and the preſent Plan may be enlarged, 
and very laudably too. Your Houſe would be 
but the more noble Edifice, for having (out of 
many worth Attention) a Ward for Incurables; 
and a Ward for a Multitude of Women in Tra- 
vail, deſtitute of every thing, not convenient only, 
but neceſſary too.— 
But a yet greater eee may be mti | 
from a frequent Examination of the Infirmaries:— 
A Heart may be better; d; and a Soul may be ſa- 
ved. For is it poſſible that all; that any one of 
thoſe that viſit the Infirmary, (the Wards I mean) 
ſhould return unmelted from amidſt a Multitude 
of diſeaſed poor ? —— Here, the blind and lame; 
| er  {alants tortured by the Stone; here, the 
a E 2 | Fever 


A SERM [ON — d be 


Fever preying che Vitals 3 there, one mortify'd, 
another expiring.” in a Dropſy. Many, many 


more recovering from the acuteſt Diſeaſes; from 
one Ward, an only Child is conducted by his Pa- 


rent in Extacy:; from another, a Huſband is reſto- 
red, in Health: and Strength, to a Wife and ſeveral 
helpleſs Children, who before had nothing to do, 
ee eee eee e * of their ouly 
Support. 3091 

A Scene this, never 0 of amidſt high 
Health, full feeding, and centinual Diverſion ! 
Yet how: calculated to me liorate the rocky Diſpo- 
ſition; cool the Madneſs: of Youth; check the 


Extravagance of Luxury and Vice; rouze the 


Thoughtleſs; remind all, that they alſo are Men, 
and what Returns are due to the ſupreme Being, 
for the numerous Mercies indulg d them, in Ex- 
cluſion of Thouſands, perhaps better than them- 
ſelves And give me leave juſt to add, that 
this very Uſe is made of Hoſpitals abroad; nay, 
in a Country that has but little Pretence to be 
thought a Friend to Mankind, even in France, 
the very Ladies, of the beſt Faſhion too, in the 


Spirit of Piety and Charity, viſit the Hoſpitals; 


and with their own. Hands adminiſter to all the 
Wanner of the fick poor: And it would be 


s See —8 for les 5 eee matieres de Ia Morale Chr& 
tienne. Vol. 7. Serm. 5: die la C * de la C harite "uy tes ene 
Malades, 


better 


dls. 
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better for their N eighbours, I the Men followed 
the Example. 

What a Figure then dees dhe ice ain us 
make, that cannot prevail on himſelf to vifit the 
Infirmary it offends perhaps his Smell, or Sight; 
or is too much Trouble. Good God! what De- 
generacy are we fallen into? Our Forefathers 
could compaſs Sea and Land to relieve a Fellow 
Chriſtian : Even Heathen Friends have ha- 
zarded their. Lives for each other; and primitive 
Chriſtians have laid them down: But we 
Oh!] Let it not be named among us! 

Of thoſe that are of Ability, and 10 not en- 
courage Infirmaries, ſome ſeem neither for us, nor 
againſt us, further than a bad Example influences; 
not allowing us to partake, either of their Money, 
or good Word, and the Reaſon is evident, they will 


not be ſelf- condemned however. Others of ſome- 


what a more ingenuous Turn, indulge us their good 
Word yet detain their Money But cold Applauſe 


does but condemn the Giver of it. F a Brother or jam. ii. 15,16. 


a Siſter be naked and deſtitute of daily Food, and one 
this Sort of good-natured People /ay unto them, de- 

part in Peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwith= 
handing he give them not thoſe Things, that are need- 
ful or the Body, what doth it profits Can? Wiſhes 


warm. 


v Our Saviour, Mart. vii. 12. gives the true Rule of judging what 
is right and reaſonable between Man and Man: And if we not ws 
ap- 
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warm and fill? —— yet preſs him to ſubſcribe 


and you hear much of various neceſſary 
domeſtick Expences, loſs of Effects, and bad 
Payments; ſo that Charity muſt begin at home 
— and ends there too; however, as every the 
leaſt Symptom of Goodneſs ſhould be cultivated 
| conduct ſuch a one, if not to the Infir- 
mary, at leaſt to the private Houſe of Mourning, 
where modeſt humble Affliction hides its Head; 
ſhew him, in one diſmal Chamber, a Mother 
well born and well educated, with her three 
Children, all well diſpoſed two Men, and a 
Woman, groaning out the Night in their only. 
Bed ; thro* various Hardſhip, one full of 
Rheumatiſm, another in a Palſy, a Third, Scia- 
tica the Fourth grown a Fool; in another 
Chamber, ſhew a Father dead, the Mother de- 
lirious, and ſeveral Children in high Fevers, and 
no Neceſſaries of any Sort to be ſeen; — theſe 
to my Knowledge are real Caſes. —— 

Reſt here a Moment, you Lukewarm ; it will 
do you great Benefit; then ſay, if ſuch Diſtreſs 
grows too great and complicated for Relief from 
private Purſes, whether you do not deſire to have 
the Joy of ſending the wretched, in your own 


ſuppoſe, but actually, tho but for a Moment; place ourſelves in 


the Caſe of others, e. g. The Diſtreſſed, we ſhould readily perceive, 
That the moſt fervent good Wiſhes were, of themſelves, much 
too thin Diet and Cloathing for dull unſpiritualized Fleſh and 


Blood to thrive upon. | | 
2 Right, 
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Right, where Help is to be had, adequate to the 
great Occaſion ; —— nay, though it oblige you to 
retrench a little the Superfluities of your Table: 
Among the many Entertainments for thoſe, whom Lake xiv. 12, 
you expect to bid you again, ſuppoſe ye made one '3» 14. 
Feaſt annually upon our Saviour's Plan, for Ge 
Poor, the Maimed, the Lame, the Blind; 
and according to divine Reaſoning, even becauſe | 
they cannot recompenſe thee, but thou ſhalt be recom 
penſed at the Reſurrection of the Fuſt. - 
Who' then is the faithful and wiſe Steward! ? who g 
the true Chriſtian ? He, that with tremulous af- 
fected Tone, and ſanctified Hands and Eyes lift up, 
ſays, Lord, Lord! or he, that adding to his Faith Matt. vii. 21. 
Virtue, doth the Will of our Father, which-1s in 
n ? Yet his Will is, that we have leſs in our 
Mouths, and more in our Hearts and Conduct, 
the Sum of the Law and the Prophets: à but can 
there be a greater Paradox in Language, or incon- 
ſiſtency in Nature, than a Diſciple of Chriſt Feſus, 
ſelfiſh, uncharitable, unjuſt ? for he faithful and Lake xi 43. 
2w1ſe Steward, why. does his Lord make Ruler over his 
Houſbold? why ? but to give them their Portion of 
Meat in due Seaſon. 
The Argument appears concluſive enough, that 
our true Intereſt, the Happineſs of our eternal State 
will be promoted by Beneficence; which cannot 


2 * | a 
IM att. vii. 12, — vir ye would that Man r Mp 
do unto you, do ye even has to them, = 
fail 
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fail to influence all the Good: Yet as the 
Covetous are no inconſiderable Body, God knows, 
either in Weight or Number, and therefore worth 
our while to conciliate to Infirmaries, ſuppoſe we 
could, after all, offer any Thing like an Argument 
to their ruling, tho' miſtaken Paſſion of Self- love: 
If an Argument has the Appearance of temporal 
Intereſt, they will hear; . and does not this 
ſeem very clear, that if Infirmaries ſubfiſted in 
every Pariſh, the Poor Rates would Leſſen, toge- 
ther with the Miſeries of the Poor: As I am ſa- 
tisfied, the great Burden on this City will ſoon 
grow Lighter, nay, I am well affured, it has al- 
ready been conſiderably caſed thro' the Infirmary , 
— but whether he that ladeth himſelf with thick 
Clay allow this Reaſonitig, or no, certain it is, that 
the ſmall Subſtance'of thoſe that are ſo happy as to 
get into the Infirmary, will be preſerved by their 
Admiſſion ; == and that, in its Conſequences, 
muſt caſe the Publick ; for tho' the Miſer eat not 
himſelf, others muſt: Now great Part of the 
needy Sick, being either Servants, or poor Houſ- 

holders, let us ſee, how they are benefited in this 
Reſpect by an Infirmary: A Servant ſickens; grows 
unable to go thro' his uſual Labour; and the good 
Maſter, (with a Generoſity peculiar to this Chri- 
ſtan Country,) forthwith diſcharges Him, with 
perhaps twenty Shillings in his Pocket ; ==— and 


this only * that he cannot languiſh long; 
2 for 
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for for he hath not wherewithal to pay for Medicines, 
Diet, and Lodgings, many Days ; the Caſe is the 
fame with the'other, only with this Aggravation, 

that with him falls the Support of a whole Family ; 
t the diftant Proſpect of which muſt add Bit- 
ternefs to the Anguiſh of his Soul, and Sharpneſs 
to the Agonies of his Body, — and what can he 
do? he earns nothing; he grows chargeable ; he 
has indeed by Honefty, Induſtry, and hard Living 
laid up in Store a little againſt the needful Time of 
Trouble; to be conſumed, he ſees, in a few Days 
by him that laid it up; — and then, then 
at beft is neceſſitated into the Debt, perhaps of 
ſome griping Extortioner, from whoſe Hands the 
utmoſt Ind uſtry and Sobriety may never after 
reſcue him ; —— but by this ſalutary Inſtitution, 

ſuch wretched Apgravations of a bitter Cup are 
prevented, too evidently to need any ProoÞ; by 


induced to ſtay, . als his Cure is perfected; which 
in the other Caſe, the poor Creature dares not do; 
and hence, by forcing himſelf to Labour before 
ſufficient Strength is reſtored, in hopes of avoiding 
the poor Debtor's various Calamities, he runs into, 
if poſſible, worſe Evils — prolonged miſerable ill 
Health, = ended, only , * 4 as wretched untimely 
e — 
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Now what an exalted Happineſs to any tolerable 
good Diſpoſition, to be ſo favoured of God, as to 
have it in one's Power and Will to be inframcatal 
to the ſaving ſo valuable a Life! Ay, my Friends! 
but what do thoſe enjoy, who have their Share i in 
the; Cure of thouſands? yet this every Supa 
to the Infirmary has to rejoice his Soul; ſo 
vaſt are even the temporal Returns from a little 


| beſtowed in a well choſen Charity, where the 


Heart is good, and the Judgment found ! | 
| And to have this moſt excellent Way of Bene- | 
ficence tranſmitted down to Poſterity, ſeems, un- 
der God, entirely in your own Breaſts ; beſides the 
conſtant Attendance of the Phyſicians and Surgeons, 


and the weekly Viſitors, A full weekly Board ſeems 


os . - — 


heartily on a double Account ; for it will not only 
perpetuate our good Will to the | poor Sick — but 
naturally create or improye that to one another; "If 
ever the Walls of our Jeruſalem be built u up. our 
ſhameful pernicious Diviſions. in Church and State 
be perfectly healed, Infirmaries probably will con- 


ttibute greatly to the deſireable End; in Infirmary 


Meetings muſt unite all Parties, and all Denomi- 
nations — and all in good Humour; ; — the Ex- 


trayagance of Party-Fury Tubſides: Each, conſciqus 


that his own Motive is to do good,” naturely co 1 


cine, all attend _ like traces 
we 


— | — — 
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we ſit, we converſe together, and whom dee, 
perhaps for no ſtronger Reaſon than Difference in 
political Principles, we looked upon in the worſt 


Light imaginable, we begin now to treat as hu- 
man Creatures —— nay, fellow Chriſtians, Re- 


verers of God and Chr iſt, and Lovers of Man 
kind. —— 

To the Infirmary then, all ye Lovers of your 
Country ! conſcious that Union is the Strength and 
Stability of any Nation; that the true Patriots 
are ſuch, as by Acts of real Beneficence evidence 
their Love to their Countrymen: and that it 
beſpeaks real publick Spirit to contribute even a 
Mite towards the healing, and reſtoring to the Ser- 
vice of our Country one poor diſeaſed Man; and 


if any of you ſhare in the profitable Marks of Af- 


fection to the Government, ſhew your Gratitude 
by an hearty and bountiful Subſcription for the 
Relief of your diſtreſſed fellow Subjects: 
Thus withal ſtopping the Mouths of thoſe, who 
are apt to cenſure the Friends to the Government, 
as Enemies to the publick Welfare, as influenced 
only by ſelfiſh Motives in all their Undertakings; 
and this Sort of Confutation is more eſpecially 
Pertinent, when our Enemies, many and potent, 
Foreign and Domeſtick, make it neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve all the Hands, we * . for the 11955 
2 | | 
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. Come hither, ye Heavenly-minded ! and go on 
to improve your Talents; ye know, that Alms is 
i Tim. vi. 19. a moſt prevailing Advocate at the Throne of 
e oh Grace; and will improve your earthly Poſſeſſions a 

| comparedwich into Treaſures: that paſs not AaWay, — | - 
20. ” Attend, ye Worldly-minded! and Jay up in "Store 
a good Foundation againſt the Time to came — pro- 
vide yourſelves Bags that wax not old, where no 


Thief approacheth, neither Moth corrupteth, for it's 


carry the higheſt avert, * make the > Joſt ; 
Returns. _ 

- Attend, ye Merchants! 2 amidſt your nu- 
merous Ventures, confign. : ſome of your Riches 
over to the other World, by liberal Benefactions; 
from, prudential regard to yourſelves, , and .Grati- 
tude to the Poor; thro * whoſe Labour, Hazards, 
and Sickneſs, vou acquired your Wealth; if the 
Seas are Faithleſs, here all is ſafe on Shore: That, 
and that only, which you give, cannot be /f. 
Come hither, ye Friends of God and Man; to 
fix and exalt your good Piſpoſitions; and exert 
your laudable Endeavour, to the Honour of che 
one, and the benefit of the other, ==. _ . ; 

Attend teo, ye Enemies to both — and make 
the beſt-Uſe of.a: Means well calculated to mollif 
your. Hearts, and teform your Marmers. i; T0 * 

bs wh hither, ye — — Ye can ä 35 

1 ye 


as ſure as God is true, that Money lodged here will 
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ye ye Learned — or dloſe your Books; ye know, ye 
cannot open an * i ed or Profane, * hd 
condemns the Hard- heart. 

Attend, ye Young and Healthy — * m 
your Bleſlings ; attend, leſt your Bleſſing turn to a 
Curſe: Charity and Beneficence, with their Train 
of amiable Qualities, look ſo exacetub 1 in none, as 
you; but if, inſtead. of the Robe of Honour, 
you take to yourſelves the moſt unbecoming 
one of Uncharitableneſs, Immorality, Irreligion; 
if qu forget: God your Saviour, wha hath done Palm ovi. a1. 
fo (great Things for vou; if you eat your MorſelSes Job il 
your/ebves, alane, and the Poor eat not theregf; 1f you = 
caufe the Eyes of 'the Fatherleſs and Widow” to. fail ; I 
| Rejoice, O young Man, in thy Youth, | and ft Eccleſ, xi. 9. F 
thy Heart chear -thee: in the Days of thy Strength 3 = 
but now —_ "that: for ab wage: Things nd: 11 1 

And It aol this Aged and Infirm be FEI ——_— 
Provide for the Sick and-Needy — and God will 3 
make all jour Bed in your Sickneſs ; fach, 4 
when ye "now the. Maſter of be Houſe wilt cmi, Mark 33. 4 
you will not er yourſelves to be found Bleeping | 4 

at the laſt. Watch —— or will you refuſe to 4 xx. 6. 
into tbe Viniard even at the eleventh Hour 2 the | CE 
Da If © the Lord cometh —— He is even at 3 


0 Doors and ye now, . only will "hoſe Mate. ur. 
Servants *** 
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Servants be, aon their Tord, when be cometh, 
fall ford %. doing. 1 2 als 115 22 UNCD 4280.80 

Ye Parents, whilſt” ye embrace the Children 
ye are ſo fond of, conſider what is tlie like- 
lieſt Way to preſerve them a Bleſſing to you; 
come hither, and by a liberal Contribution to- 
wards the Cure of the Children of the Poor, 
engage ſtronger Arms FRE thoſe: "If Fleſh in 


their Protection. 
Come hither, ye Wives 4 Children; 3 ad 


cConſcious, what a Miſery it would be to you, 
co loſe a Huſband, or Father, learn to feel for 


others, as well as yourſelves: Give and ſpare not, 
for here its a common Thing to ſee, a F ather, a 
Huſband reſtored to a Family, 

Know ALLY! thät here is 1 n 
pen Secret — how a Man may make. to him- 
Self Friends of the. Mammon of Unrighteoufheſs, 
that, when he Fails, may receive E into ever- 
lofting E. Habitations, .. 

But I. am ſenſible, it is bigh Time to 3 
done; tho in Truth, the Subject we are upon, 
is very copious, and. pleaſing | too, a.. thouſand 
Things are yet unſaid; —— but may God Al- 
ow y preſs thoſe, . with what is now offered, 
ſo home to every Man's Soul, as to make him 
; _Zealaus. in this . good Matter ! that ſtewing bur 


© Charity, as our Paith, by our Works, we may 
all 
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NV. B. This Book, — eee eee 


Sacrament Day throughout the Year, by alt Sorts and * 
of People) is alſo printed in a neat Pocket Size, in this 


(Large Letter) 


for the Curious, Aged, and ſuch as cannot uſe a | ſmall : 


Print. Price neatly bound in Black Calf 17. Bound plain 84. 


and ſewed in blue Pa mp, cut on the Edges 6d. with Allow-_ 


ance to ſuch as buy Numbers thereof. 
Plain Inffrudtions for the Towng and Ignorant, comprized in 


a ſhort and eaſy Expoſetion of the Church. Catechiſm, adapted to 


the Underſtanding and Memory of thoſe of the meaneſt Capacity. 
The ſeventh Edition, Price 3d. or 205. eee 

Some ſhort and plain Direction: ofor / ding one Day well, 
by which (if every Day carefully obſerved) a Man may 7 much 
enabled (through God's Grace) to ſpend yr whole Life well . Tha 
ſeventh Edition. Price 1d. or 6s. per Hundred. 

An Eſſay towards making the Knowledge of Religion eaſy to 


the maangi Capacit in Account of the Do- 
rims may, nh. The food? ition. Price 2d. or 
12. per Hu 

A Help to the devout Performance of private Pra The ſe- 
cond Edition. Price 1d. 3 per Hundred. 555 


Some Rules for the Conduit of Human Life. Price 3d. or 205. 
98 


The Way to Eternal Salvation plainly pointed our. Price 2d. 


or nh per Hundred. 
| lain and eaſy Method, whereby a Man of moderate 
PREP » may we, at full Sariefation in all Things that concern 


his Everlaſting Salvation : To which is added a Paraphraſe on St. 


Athanaſens's Creed. The ſecond Edition. Price 6d. or 55. per 
en. 
A Perſusſus to the Study of the Holy Scriptures: In a Letter 
to 8 the Church of Rome, Price 44. or 11. $6 
undr 
O N. B. The above-mentioned Books are written by- the moſt 
88 Dr. Edward Synge, late Lord Archbiſhop of Tu 
in Ire 


Where may be had, the whole Works of the Author, collected 


into Four Volumes in 1205. Price e a 12 Shillings. 
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